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THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY – THURSTON HALL RENOVATIONS 

SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT IN SUPPORT 

Z.C. CASE NOS. 06-11Q, 06-12Q, 06-11R, & 01-17E 

 The following narrative outlines the status of the proposed applications to renovate 

Thurston Hall (“Project”) and accommodate the temporary relocation of students during the 

renovation of the residence hall (“Temporary Housing Plan”).  Briefly 

• The University has worked with Advisory Neighborhood Commission (“ANC”) 2A, 

the Foggy Bottom Association (“FBA”), and the West End Citizens’ Association 

(“WECA”), and other neighborhood stakeholders to develop a mutually-acceptable 

plan for the temporary relocation of students during the renovation process.  The 

Temporary Housing Plan is shown on Exhibit A, the proposed conditions of approval 

reflecting the agreement with the ANC are attached as Exhibit B,1 and the agreement 

itself is attached as Exhibit C.   

• The University has worked with CFA, HPRB, OP, and DDOT to refine the design of 

the proposed renovation.  The revised design has received concept approval from CFA 

and HPRB, as shown on the letters attached as Exhibit D and Exhibit E.  Revised plans 

reflecting the current design are attached as Exhibit F. 

The University looks forward to presenting the applications to the Zoning Commission at the 

December 2, 2019 public hearing. 

I. BUILDING DESIGN 

The University proposes to extensively renovate and reconfigure the existing 1,080-bed 

Thurston Hall into a modern student residence with approximately 825 beds as well as a dining 

venue and enhanced student gathering and study spaces.  Central to this proposal is the University’s 

plan to create a three- to five-story notch out of the south end of the building to increase daylight 

into the central courtyard and cover the courtyard and notch with a canopy that will allow for three-

season use of the outdoor space. 

A. Updates to Building Design 

As shown on the revised plans attached as Exhibit F, the University has adjusted the design 

of the notch to respond to comments by HPRB and CFA.  Although the University still plans to 

remove three stories in the notch at the southern exterior wall of the building, the University will 

                                                 
1 The proposed conditions of approval also incorporate the conditions that will temporarily replace conditions in the 

existing zoning orders as well as the project development and flexibility conditions typical for Zoning Commission 

approval.  
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rebuild the façade of the lowest story to give the appearance of a two-story removal, which HPRB 

judged to be proportionately better to the overall structure.  In addition, the University has further 

developed the design of the steel structure that will infill the open part of the notch.  The frame 

will be clad in a mix of glass fiber reinforced concrete and metal with a pattern that evokes the old 

façade but provides ample transparency for light and air to enter into the central court yard.   

In response to a request from CFA staff, the canopy at the rear of the property has been 

pulled back so that the canopy (but not the supportive frame) is set back 1:1 from the edge of the 

building façade. The University has also further developed the elevations for the exterior walls of 

the building that face the interior courtyard, under the canopy.  These elevations are included in 

the revised plans. 

The University has refined the sustainable design goals and features of the renovated 

building.  The renovation includes approximately 2,500 square feet of green roof on the building 

roof and approximately 2,000 square feet devoted to solar panels on the penthouse roof.   

Finally, the University has further developed the public realm surrounding the building.  

The revised design retains the essence of the historic context of a residential building sitting within 

a landscaped surround, but creates an active pedestrian gathering area at the main entrance to the 

residential hall and also integrates required stairs and areaways for egress from the renovated 

basement level.  The alterations in public space reflect changes made in response to comments 

from staff at both federal and District agencies. 

B. Areas of Zoning Flexibility  

As detailed in the University’s initial filing for further processing approval, the renovation 

requires special exception approval for further processing to approve the penthouse and canopy 

structures as well as relief from the lot occupancy and penthouse requirements.  The lot occupancy 

relief is necessary to accommodate the area that will be covered by the canopy, which will increase 

the occupied portion of the lot from 73% to 84%, though the building footprint itself will remain 

at 73%. 

The penthouse flexibility is needed to accommodate the cooling towers and the canopy. As 

shown on the Revised Plans, the cooling towers are currently located in the southwest corner of 

the building, and they do not comply with the setback requirements.  The University will replace 

the cooling towers with new equipment that will be sited so that the equipment itself complies with 

the setback requirement.  However, if the University were to enclose the 19-foot tall cooling towers 

with a screen wall of equal height, that wall would not comply with the setback requirements 

because of the distance that is needed between the equipment and the screen wall for air circulation.  

Therefore, the University proposes to maintain a lower screen height around the cooling towers 

that complies with the setback requirement but requires relief from the enclosure height 

requirement. 
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As noted above, the canopy extent has been reduced so that the canopy itself now complies 

with the setback requirement.  However, the supportive structure for the canopy extends above the 

height of the canopy, into the required setback area.  The University continues to request relief 

from the setback requirement from this portion of the canopy, as setting back the canopy so that 

the entire structure is set back would expose too much of the upper terraces to precipitation and 

defeat the purpose of the canopy.  The University also continues to request approval for the height 

of the canopy as a fourth, separate height from the screen wall height, habitable penthouse height, 

and mechanical penthouse / equipment height.   

A full evaluation of the application’s compliance with the standards for approval for these 

areas of relief is included in Exhibit 3 of the record in Case No. 06-11R. 

II. TEMPORARY HOUSING PLAN 

The University intends to start construction of the renovation by Summer 2020.  

Construction is expected to be complete in time for the renovated Thurston Hall to reopen to 

students by Fall 2022.  Thurston Hall currently provides beds for approximately 1,080 first-year 

students. To accommodate the loss of these beds during renovation, the University has worked 

with ANC 2A, FBA, and WECA to prepare a Temporary Housing Plan that identifies steps the 

University will take to minimize any adverse impact on the surrounding community related to 

student housing during the renovation.  This plan ensures that first-year and second-year students 

will remain housed on campus while continuing to address undergraduate student housing demand 

through a combination of (1) a planned undergraduate enrollment decrease, (2) existing on-campus 

beds, and (3) the use of two off-campus properties to accommodate third- and fourth-year students 

during this period. 

• Undergraduate Enrollment Decrease: The University is undergoing a strategic planning 

process that includes, among other components, a planned reduction to its 

undergraduate student population.  As a result, the University has voluntarily reduced 

the size of its incoming undergraduate class in Fall 2019, with additional reductions 

anticipated during the time that Thurston is being renovated.  This reduces the number 

of Thurston beds that need to be temporarily replaced. 

 

• Existing On-Campus Beds: First-year students that would otherwise have been housed 

in Thurston will be accommodated in other on-campus residence halls, and second-

year students will similarly be accommodated in on-campus facilities, which maintains 

the University’s Campus Plan commitment that the university shall require all full-time 

Foggy Bottom freshmen and sophomore students to reside in housing located within 

the campus plan boundary. This requires flexibility for GW to house second-year 

students in the residence hall at 1959 E Street, which will require a temporary 

adjustment to a condition of approval to the 1959 E Street PUD. 
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• Temporary Off-Campus Beds: The re-accommodation of Thurston students in other 

on-campus residence halls will reduce the number of on-campus beds available to third-

year and fourth-year students.  Accordingly, the University proposes to use The Aston 

and One Washington Circle to accommodate nearly 550 third- and fourth-year students 

on a temporary basis.  The use of The Aston for undergraduate housing requires a 

temporary adjustment to a condition of approval of the Campus Plan/PUD.  In 

addition, the University will clarify its ability to use One Washington Circle to 

accommodate undergraduate students during this temporary period. 

 

The University’s campus plan commitment is to provide beds on-campus for 70% of the 

first 8,000 Foggy Bottom full-time undergraduates, plus 1 bed for each full-time undergraduate 

above that amount. Including the temporary off-campus accommodations, the University 

anticipates that it will be able to continue to meet this requirement during the two-year renovation 

of Thurston.  However, the University requests flexibility from this requirement by up to 99 beds 

in case for some reason the full number of beds cannot be provided (for example, if emergency 

repairs require some beds in an existing residence hall to be taken offline, or if unexpected higher 

yield results in a slight increase in enrollment above planned projections).  The use of off-campus 

accommodations to satisfy the housing requirement as well as the 99-bed flexibility from the 

total bed requirement also requires a temporary adjustment to a condition of approval of the 

Campus Plan/PUD. 

 

A. Modification to Conditions of the Campus Plan / PUD Order  

In order to accommodate the Temporary Housing Plan, the University requires relief from 

the following two conditions of Z.C. Order No. 06-11/06-12 (the Campus Plan / PUD Order) and 

proposes the below temporary conditions.  Please note that proposed conditions have been adjusted 

from the University’s initial filing to reflect the agreement with ANC 2A: 

• Current Condition P-8(b): Effective August 31, 2007, the University shall not house 

undergraduate students in The Aston (1129 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.). 

 

• Temporary Condition 1 (changes shown in bold text): During the Temporary 

Housing Plan Effective August 31, 2007, the University shall not house 

undergraduate first- or second-year students in The Aston (1129 New Hampshire 

Avenue, N.W.), but the University may house undergraduate third-year and 

fourth-year students in the Aston. 

 

• Current Condition C-6: For the duration of the Plan, the University shall make 

available on-campus beds for full-time Foggy Bottom undergraduate students 

equivalent to 70% of the full-time Foggy Bottom undergraduate student population up 
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to an enrollment of 8,000, plus one bed per full-time Foggy Bottom undergraduate 

student over 8,000.  

 

• Temporary Condition 2 (changes shown in bold text): During the Temporary 

Housing Plan For the duration of the Plan, the University shall make available on-

campus beds either on campus or in The Aston or One Washington Circle for full-

time Foggy Bottom undergraduate students equivalent to 70% of the full-time Foggy 

Bottom undergraduate student population up to an enrollment of 8,000, plus one bed 

per full-time Foggy Bottom undergraduate student over 8,000; notwithstanding the 

foregoing, during the period of the Temporary Housing Plan, the University shall 

have flexibility to reduce the above requirement by up to 99 beds without such a 

reduction being considered a violation of the condition. 

In addition, for the avoidance of doubt, the University seeks to confirm that the accommodation 

of undergraduate students at One Washington Circle is not inconsistent with Condition P-1 of the 

Order, which states that the “University shall not purchase, either directly or as a contract-

purchaser, or enter into a master lease agreement or similar transaction for additional residentially-

zoned properties outside of the Campus Plan boundaries in the Foggy Bottom/West End area.”   

• Temporary Condition 3: For the avoidance of doubt, the University’s use of One 

Washington Circle to accommodate third- and fourth-year students as a part of 

the Temporary Housing Plan does not violate Condition P-1 of the Z.C. Order No. 

06-11/06-12.   

 

B. Modification to Conditions of the 1959 E Street PUD Order 

In order to accommodate the Temporary Housing Plan, the University requires relief from 

the following condition and proposes the below temporary condition: 

• Current Condition 8: The University shall restrict residential occupancy in the project 

to juniors, seniors, graduate students, and students enrolled in an honors program. 

 

• Temporary Condition 8 (changes shown in bold text): The University shall restrict 

residential occupancy in the project to sophomores, juniors, seniors, graduate students, 

and students enrolled in an honors program. 

 

 

 

C. Duration of the Temporary Housing Plan 

The relief described above is requested only during the two-year period during which 

Thurston Hall is anticipated to be renovated (academic year Fall 2020 – Spring 2021, and Fall 
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2021 – Spring 2022). Beginning in Fall 2022, the above relief will terminate, and the associated 

condition will return to effect.  

III. COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

As discussed in the September 27, 2019 prehearing submission, the University has been 

engaged in discussions with community stakeholders since last spring regarding the proposed 

applications.  Through extensive dialogue, including at two special community meetings held by 

ANC 2A, discussions at regularly scheduled ANC and Campus Plan Advisory Committee 

meetings, and other discussions with neighborhood leaders, the University and ANC 2A have 

reached an agreement. As shown in the Voluntary Neighborhood Agreement included in this filing 

as Exhibit C, the University has agreed to certain limitations and conditions for the Thurston Hall 

renovation and Temporary Housing Plan. Among other conditions, the Voluntary Neighborhood 

Agreement (1) requires the University to complete the Thurston Hall renovations and end the 

Temporary Housing Plan within twenty-four (24) months, (2) provides a financial penalty to the 

University in the event the University does not comply with the timeline, and (3) limits the number 

of students housed at the Aston and One Washington Circle and sets forth measures that will be 

taken by the University to address the safety, security, and quality of life in and around these 

temporary undergraduate residence halls. The University has integrated the proposed conditions 

from the Voluntary Neighborhood Agreement into its proposed conditions of approval that are 

attached as Exhibit B.  



EXHIBIT A





EXHIBIT B
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EXHIBIT B 

PROPOSED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR  

Z.C. ORDER NO. 06-11Q/06-12Q/06-11R/01-17E 

 

A. Conditions for the Temporary Housing Plan 

 

1) Temporary Housing Plan. 

 

a. The University shall be permitted to house no more than two hundred and twenty 

(220) third- and fourth- year students at the Aston Residence Hall at 1129 New 

Hampshire Avenue for a period of no more than twenty-four consecutive months 

during the Thurston Hall renovation. 

 

b. The University shall be permitted to house no more than three hundred and thirty 

(330) third- and fourth- year students at One Washington Circle for a period of no 

more than twenty-four consecutive months during the Thurston Hall renovation. 

 

c. The University shall be permitted to house second-year students at 1959 E Street 

for a period of no more than twenty-four consecutive months during the Thurston 

Hall renovation. 

 

2) Mitigation of Objectionable Impacts. 

 

a. The University shall house no more than two students per room at the Aston and 

One Washington Circle, with the exception of one-bedroom units in One 

Washington Circle (totaling 12 units) which may be permitted to house up to 

three students. 

 

b. For the Aston, One Washington Circle and 1959 E Street, the University shall 

provide residential engagement support to service the University student 

population, including resident advisors, faculty in-residence and in-residence 

professional staff living at each property.  The Residential Conduct Guidelines 

that govern student behavior in and around university residential facilities shall 

apply to each property, as well as the Student Code of Conduct. 

 

c. At One Washington Circle, the building will also be staffed by professional 

management staff 24 hours per day, seven days per week to maintain and operate 

the property and also serve as additional oversight regarding the buildings’ 

operations and any concerns raised by neighbors. 
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d. The University shall prohibit the use of the balconies and the swimming pool at 

One Washington Circle by students through physical modifications to the 

property. 

 

e. The University shall continue to provide a mechanism for reporting issues 

concerning student behavior to the GW University Police Department, and 

violations of DC law may be reported to the Metropolitan Police Department. 

 

3) Enrollment Caps.  The University shall continue to operate within its campus plan 

enrollment caps as set forth in Z.C. Order No. 06-11/06-12. 

 

4) Duration and Penalty.  Following commencement of the Thurston Hall renovation, the 

University shall pursue diligent completion of the work and reopen Thurston Hall so that 

the temporary housing plan use for Aston, One Washington Circle, and 1959 E Street as 

set forth above will last no more twenty-four consecutive months.    

 

a. Should the University continue the Temporary Housing Plan by occupying either 

the Aston, One Washington Circle or 1959 E Street pursuant to the Temporary 

Housing Plan after the expiration of the Limited Period (defined below) or remain 

out of compliance with either Condition C-6 of Z.C. Order No. 06-11/06-12 or 

Condition 8 of Z.C. Order No. 746-C after the Limited Period, the University will 

pay as liquidated damages a fee $1,000,000 to the Foggy Bottom Defense and 

Improvement Corporation (the “Trust”) for every semester or any part thereof in 

which the University occupies either the Aston, One Washington Circle, or 1959 

E Street pursuant to the Temporary Housing Plan after the expiration of the 

Limited Period.  

 

b. For purposes of this order, the Limited Period shall be a period of 24 consecutive 

months commencing from the start date.  The start date of the Limited Period 

shall be the first date upon which an undergraduate student (or, in the case of 

1959 E Street, a second-year undergraduate student who would not be otherwise 

permitted to reside in the property under Condition 8 of Z.C. Order No. 746-C) 

moves into one of the above three properties to facilitate the Thurston Hall 

renovation.  The end date shall be the date when the last undergraduate student 

(or, in the case of 1959 E Street, the last second-year undergraduate student) 

moves out of the above-referenced properties.  The University shall provide ANC 

2A and FBA with written notice within 5 business days of both the start date and 

end date, and affirm that it has resumed compliance with Condition C-6 of Z.C. 

Order No. 06-11/06-12 and Condition 8 of Z.C. Order No. 746-C as of the end 

date.  The University will also provide ANC 2A and FBA with an opportunity to 

visually inspect the properties in order to confirm such student move-in/move-out 

activity.   
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c. Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for the renovated Thurston 

Hall, the Applicant shall provide the Zoning Administrator with evidence, and the 

Zoning Administrator shall determine, that the University has ended the 

Temporary Housing Plan or made the required liquidated damages payment in 

accordance with this condition. 

 

5) Communications and Transparency. 

 

a. The University will maintain a contact number available to all residents to call to 

register any questions or concerns regarding the operations of the Aston or One 

Washington Circle. 

b. The University will meet quarterly with ANC 2A and FBA to discuss the 

operations of the Aston and One Washington Circle. 

c. The University shall provide semi-annual reports to ANC2A regarding the 

operations of the Aston and One Washington Circle. 

 

B. Modification of Conditions in Existing Orders 

 

1. The following condition shall temporarily replace Condition P-8 of Z.C. Order No. 06-

11/06-12 for the duration of the Temporary Housing Plan. During the Temporary 

Housing Plan, the University shall not house first-or second-year students in The Aston 

(1129 New Hampshire Avenue NW) but the University may house undergraduate third-

year and fourth-year students in The Aston. 

 

2. The following condition shall temporarily replace Condition C-6 of Z.C. Order No. 06-

11/06-12 for the duration of the Temporary Housing Plan.  During the Temporary 

Housing Plan, the University shall make available beds either on campus or in The Aston 

or One Washington Circle for full-time Foggy Bottom undergraduate students equivalent 

to 70% of the full-time Foggy Bottom undergraduate student population up to an 

enrollment of 8,000, plus one bed per full time Foggy Bottom undergraduate student over 

8,000; notwithstanding the foregoing, during the period of the Temporary Housing Plan, 

the University shall have flexibility to reduce the above requirement by up to 99 beds 

without such a reduction being considered a violation of the condition. 

 

3. The following sentence shall temporarily be added to Condition P-1 of Z.C. Order No. 

06-11/06-12.  For the avoidance of doubt, the University’s use of One Washington Circle 

to accommodate third- and fourth-year students as a part of the Temporary Housing Plan 

does not violate Condition P-1 of Z.C. Order No. 06-11/06-12. 

 

4. The following condition shall temporarily replace Condition 8 of Z.C. Order No. 746-C 

for the duration of the Temporary Housing Plan.  The University shall restrict residential 

occupancy in 1959 E Street to sophomores, juniors, seniors, graduate students, and 

students enrolled in an honors program. 
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5. The temporary conditions outlined in this Section B shall expire at the end of the 

Temporary Housing Plan period (i.e. the Limited Period described in Section A above).  

 

C. Conditions to the Renovation of Thurston Hall 

 

1. Project Development.  The Project shall be built in accordance with the plans and 

elevations dated ________ and marked as Exhibit __ of the record (the “Final Plans”), 

and with flexibility from the lot occupancy and penthouse enclosure height and setback 

requirements, subject to the following areas of flexibility: 

a. To vary the location and design of all interior components, including partitions, 

structural slabs, doors, hallways, columns, stairways, mechanical rooms, and toilet 

rooms, provided that the variations do not change the exterior configuration or 

appearance of the structure; 

b. To vary the colors of the exterior materials based on availability at the time of 

construction, provided such colors are within the color ranges proposed in the Final 

Plans or as approved by the Historic Preservation Review Board, the U.S. 

Commission of Fine Arts, or their respective staffs; 

c. To make minor refinements to the locations and dimensions of exterior details that 

do not substantially alter the exterior design shown on the Final Plans, or as required 

to secure final approval from the Historic Preservation Review Board, the U.S. 

Commission of Fine Arts, or their respective staffs. Examples of exterior details 

would include, but are not limited to, doorways, canopies, railings, and skylights;   

d. To provide a range in the approved number of dwelling units and number of beds of 

plus or minus ten percent (10%); 

e. To vary the location, attributes, and general design of the approved streetscape and 

public space to comply with the requirements of, and the approval by, the DDOT 

Public Space Division; 

f. To vary the final landscaping materials on private property as shown on the Final 

Plans based on availability and suitability at the time of construction or otherwise in 

order to satisfy any permitting requirements of DC Water, DDOT, DOEE, DCRA, or 

other applicable regulatory bodies; 

g. To vary the amount, location and type of green roof, solar panels, and paver areas to 

meet stormwater requirements and sustainability goals or otherwise satisfy permitting 

requirements, so long as the Project provides a minimum of 2,000 square feet of solar 

panels; 

h. To vary the final design and layout of the mechanical penthouse to accommodate 

changes to comply with Construction Codes or address the structural, mechanical, or 

operational needs of the building uses or systems; 
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i. To vary the final design and layout of the indoor and outdoor amenity spaces to reflect 

their final design and programming;  

j. To vary the final design of the ground floor signage, awnings, canopies, and similar 

features, to accommodate the specific uses within the building or as approved by the 

Historic Preservation Review Board, the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, or their 

respective staffs. 

2. Bicycle Parking.  For the life of the Project, the Project shall provide 36 long-term 

bicycle parking spaces and, subject to approval by public space officials, 36 short-term 

bicycle parking spaces. 

 

3. Loading Management Plan. 

 

a. A loading dock manager will be designated by the University. The dock manager will 

coordinate with the office of GW Housing and the dining hall operator to schedule 

deliveries; 

 

b. All loading, delivery, and trash collection activity will be required to take place in the 

alleyway remaining on private property at all times;  

 

c. The dock manager will schedule deliveries and ensure loading area capacity is not 

exceeded. In the case of unscheduled deliveries arriving while the loading area is full, 

the driver will be directed to return at a different time so as to not impede traffic flow 

on any adjacent streets; 

 

d. Trucks using the loading area will not be allowed to idle and must follow all District 

guidelines for heavy vehicle operation including but not limited to DCMR 20 – 

Chapter 9, Section 900 (Engine Idling), the regulations set forth in DDOT’s Freight 

Management and Commercial Vehicle Operations document, and the primary access 

routes listed in the DDOT Truck and Bus Route System;  

 

e. The dock manager will be responsible for disseminating DDOT’s Freight 

Management and Commercial Vehicle Operations document to drivers as needed to 

encourage compliance with District laws and DDOT’s truck routes. The dock 

manager will also post these documents in a prominent location within the service 

area; and 

 

f. The dock manager and/or a representative of the University will be on call during 

scheduled deliveries to address compliance issues. 

 

4. The application approved by this Commission shall be valid for a period of two years 

from the effective date of this Order. Within such time, an application for building permit 
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must be filed as specified in 11-Z DCMR § 702.2. Construction must begin within three 

years after the effective date of this Order. (11-Z DCMR § 702.3.) 

 

5. In accordance with the D.C. Human Rights Act of 1977, as amended, D.C. Official Code 

§§ 2-1401.01 et seq. (Act), the District of Columbia does not discriminate on the basis of 

actual or perceived: race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, personal 

appearance, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, familial status, family 

responsibilities, matriculation, political affiliation, genetic information, disability, source 

of income, or place of residence or business. Sexual harassment is a form of sex 

discrimination which is prohibited by the Act. In addition, harassment based on any of 

the above protected categories is prohibited by the Act. Discrimination in violation of the 

Act will not be tolerated. Violators will be subject to disciplinary action. 



EXHIBIT C



















































































































EXHIBIT D



Print this pageHOME » RECORDS & RESEARCH » PROJECT SEARCH » SL 19-242

SL 19-242
HPA NUMBER:
HPA 19-576

LOCATION:
1900 F Street, NW

PROPERTY:
The George Washington University - Thurston Hall

DESCRIPTION:
Renovation and addition

REVIEW TYPE:
Concept

PREVIOUS REVIEW:
SL 19-218

Recommendation
No objection to the concept for modifications to an existing building and the adjacent
public space, as shown in materials received and dated 6 September 2019 and
supplemental materials received and dated 18 September 2019. Refer to DC Public
Space Committee. Refer to DC Historic Preservation Office. Note: This is a concept
approval only. When ready, submit the permit drawings and a permit application to
DCRA for review by the Commission.
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EXHIBIT E



 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 

STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 

 

Landmark/District: GWU/Old West End HD   (X) Agenda 

Address:  1900 F Street, NW    (   ) Consent 

         (X) Concept 

Meeting Date:  September 26, 2019    (X) Alteration  

Case Number:  HPA 19-541     (   ) New Construction 

                    (X ) Demolition 

         (   ) Subdivision 

 

 

 

The George Washington University, with plans prepared by VMDO Architects, seeks conceptual design 

review for renovation of Thurston Hall at 1900 F Street in the George Washington University/Old West 

End Historic District and the Commission of Fine Arts jurisdiction. 

 

Property Description 

Designed by Harvey H. Warwick and built originally as the Park Central Apartment Building in 1928, 

this Art Deco and Art Moderne style building was part of the new wave of large apartment buildings 

constructed in the 1920s and 1930s in the West End catering to government workers. When it was built, 

the nine-story, 320-unit Park Central was one of the largest ‘elevator apartment-hotels’ in the city. Now 

known as Thurston Hall, the building serves as a residence hall for over 800 GWU students.  

 

Proposal 

The proposed project includes a comprehensive interior renovation, construction of a new occupied 

penthouse and vegetated roof, a canopy over the courtyard, alteration and cut away of the building at the 

upper floors on the south elevation, carving away and projections on the interior courtyard elevations, 

changing the masonry openings and replacement of windows in the courtyard, and streetscape 

improvements. 

 

Evaluation 

The renovation includes several significant alterations to the exterior of the building. On the south 

elevation, the central bay of the building would be carved away at the top three floors, creating a large 

opening to allow air and light into the interior courtyard space. The carving out of this portion of the 

building continues inside at floors 5 and 6 stepping down to the courtyard space and creating green 

terrace levels. Along with these green terraces a new glass canopy covers the space creating a dramatic 

and appealing bright courtyard. The exterior wall opening will be partially visible through the service 

alley from 19th Street, but the overall massing of the building would be maintained. The architect has 

designed hanging vegetation in the void at the exterior wall plane to refer to the original wall. Furthering 

this design idea could create a more powerful solution to serve as a palimpsest of the historic building.  

 

At the roof level a new occupiable penthouse space, relocated mechanical equipment, and a new canopy 

covering the courtyard will be set back on all sides, and for the most part would not be visible.  At some 

longer views there is minimal visibility of the canopy, but it does not distract from the building or the 

historic district. 



At the street level, minor alterations enhance the public space—two small areaways are introduced on 

the east side but maintain the character-defining berm feature along 19th street—and a revised front entry 

terrace on F Street introduces new seating areas as well as additional green space. 

 

The most significant alteration is in the interior courtyard. The interior space would be sculpted to create 

a dynamic green courtyard space, allowing light and air in form the carved-out south façade. This 

manipulation of the donut-shape building parti works well to adapt to this larger architectural move.   

 

Where the architectural alterations are in question is with the courtyard walls. The proposed elevations 

and renderings suggest that every masonry opening in the existing courtyard will change—with an 

entirely new interior façade composition. There is a lack of notes on the drawings or write-up of the 

complete scope of work, so it is unclear what the design intent is. Based on several meetings with the 

architectural team and GWU, HPO had the understanding that the courtyard would be preserved with 

exposed (or painted brick) and that some windows would be replaced with larger scale, multi-floor 

projections in a few specific locations that signified common student spaces. The proposed interior 

facades raise the question of how the historic courtyard walls could be retained if this much brick is 

removed and patched? The result of this window replacement/relocation is that the original courtyard 

walls are not being retained and instead are being rebuilt completely. HPO recommends that the original 

masonry openings in the courtyard be maintained to restore this original expression of the courtyard and 

this building typology, and to limit the courtyard elevation alterations to a few, large-scale framed 

openings. 

 

Recommendation 

HPO recommends that the Board: 

 

1. Find the concept generally consistent with the preservation act; 

2. Advise the applicant to revise the interior courtyard elevations to maintain the original window 

composition (with the exception of the few special, large-scale windows); 

 

3. Continue to study a solution at the south elevation that recognizes the original massing of the 

building; 
 

4. Delegate final approval to staff. 

 

Staff contact: Kim Elliott 

 

 

 

 



 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 

STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 

 

Landmark/District: GWU/Old West End HD   (X) Agenda 

Address:  1900 F Street, NW    (   ) Consent 

         (X) Concept 

Meeting Date:  October 31, 2019    (X) Alteration  

Case Number:  HPA 19-541     (   ) New Construction 

                    (X ) Demolition 

         (   ) Subdivision 

 

 

 

The George Washington University, with plans prepared by VMDO Architects, seeks conceptual design 

review for renovation of Thurston Hall, a contributing building to the George Washington University/ 

Old West End Historic District. 

 

Property Description 

Designed by Harvey H. Warwick and built originally as the Park Central Apartment Building in 1928, 

this Art Deco/Moderne style building was part of the new wave of large apartment buildings constructed 

in the 1920s and 1930s in the West End catering to government workers. When it was built, the nine-

story, 320-unit Park Central was one of the largest ‘elevator apartment-hotels’ in the city. Now known as 

Thurston Hall, the building serves as a residence hall for over 800 GWU students.  

 

Proposal 

The project was presented to HRPB at the September hearing in which the architect presented a 

comprehensive interior renovation including: construction of a new occupied penthouse and vegetated 

roof, a canopy over the courtyard, a cut away of the building at the three upper floors and carving out of 

interior spaces on the south elevation, alterations to the interior courtyard elevations, and streetscape 

alterations.  

 

At that meeting, the Board determined that the courtyard was an interior space and therefore not under 

its purview but did express some concerns about the loss of the masonry wall at the exterior south 

elevation. Two revised options have been prepared to respond to the Board’s comments.  

 

Option A cuts away two floors of the exterior central bay instead of three to respond to the Board’s 

comment about the loss of exterior fabric. In this option the masonry wall is cut away at the 8th and 9th 

floors, and the glazing from the window openings would be removed at the 7th floor to allow air into the 

courtyard space.  

 

Option B cuts away three floors – similarly to the originally proposed design—but infills the void with a 

framework of an open metal screen element in the same plane as the masonry wall designed to replicate 

the rhythm and scale of the former window openings. This concept responds to the Board’s concern 

about the large void on the side elevation by filling the void with structure and screen element while still 

achieving the desired effect of air and light entering the courtyard space. 

 

Evaluation 

The Board has typically granted greater flexibility for changes on secondary elevations that are 

minimally or not visible from public street view, as is the case with the south elevation of Thurston Hall 

which faces a service alley and is a secondary elevation with minimal visibility from 19th Street. 



Of the revised options, A reduces the extent of removal with a smaller cut into the secondary wall, while 

B proposes the same amount of removal as last month’s proposal while seeking to reduce the perception 

of the change in massing by infilling the opening with a metal screen. HPO finds that either option 

would be compatible with the character of the building and the historic district. While some of the 

original fabric would be removed in each, the overall massing would remain legible and the extent of 

removal does not significantly affect the building’s historic character.  

 

Recommendation 

HPO recommends that the Board find the revised concepts consistent with the preservation act and 

delegate final approval to staff. 

 
Staff contact: Kim Elliott 

 

 

 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 

 

 

 

 

1100 4th Street SW, Suite E650, Washington, D.C. 20024    (202) 442-8800  fax (202) 442-7638 

HPRB ACTIONS 

October 31, 2019  

 

 

Present: Marnique Heath, Chair; Andrew Aurbach, Thomas Brokaw, Linda Greene, Outerbridge Horsey, 

Barbara Jowers-Barber, Chris Landis.  Absent: Gretchen Pfaehler.  
 

 

AGENDA 

  

DESIGNATION HEARING 

Barry Farm Dwellings, 1100-1371 Stevens Road, 2677-2687 Wade Road and 2652 Firth Sterling 

Avenue SE, Case 19-07 (Board deliberation; continuation of July 25th hearing).  

The HPRB heard testimony from the applicants for designation and the DC Housing Authority 

and discussed the merits of the historic landmark application.  They stated their view on the 

record that Barry Farm deserves historic landmark recognition but did not take a vote to 

designate.  They recommended that the parties continue ongoing discussions and report to the 

Board on progress by the upcoming meeting on December 5.  

 

The proposed demolition of the site was put on temporary hold when the landmark designation 

application was filed, and that status remains.  There has been no Board action that would affect 

redevelopment plans.  

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK    

Barry Farm Dwellings (to be considered only if designated), 1100-1371 Stevens Road, 2677-2687 Wade 

Road and 2652 Firth Sterling Avenue SE, HPA 19-482, raze.  

This case was continued to the December 5 HPRB meeting.  

 

YOUNG, BROWNE, PHELPS AND SPINGARN EDUCATIONAL CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT 

820 26th Street NE, HPA 19-547, concept/two-story addition to existing building. 

The Board found the concept generally consistent with the preservation act with the condition 

that the applicant lower the parapet over the entrance and refine the proportion and color of the 

materials to better reflect the character of the historic buildings on campus.  The Board delegated 

final review to HPO. Vote: 7-0.   
 

GWU/WEST END HISTORIC DISTRICT 

1900 F Street NW, HPA 19-542, revised concept/enclose interior court; addition. 

The Board recommended that the applicant retain the brick on the 7th floor (and can removed the 

windows at this section), and can remove the brick at the 8th and 9th floors using a metal fin and 

screening element in the void at the same face as the masonry (similar to Option B); and 

delegated final review and approval to staff. Vote: 7-0. 
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DUPONT CIRCLE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

1630 Riggs Place NW, HPA 19-543, concept/rear canopy over existing balcony. 

The Board found the concept generally consistent with the preservation act and recommended 

that the applicant revise the canopy structure that rises above the 2nd floor railing to be lighter in 

weight and more transparent.  Final approval was delegated to staff. Vote: 7-0. 

 

MOUNT VERNON SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

454 Ridge Street NW, HPA 19-595, concept/new construction, rowhouse with accessory building. 

The Board found the concept for a two- and three-story rowhouse and a three-story accessory 

building at 454 Ridge Street NW compatible with the character of the historic district, consistent 

with the preservation act, and delegated final approval to Staff on condition that the minor 

revisions described in the Staff report be included. Vote: 7-0. 

 

TAKOMA PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 

422 Butternut Street NW, HPA 19-597, permit/slate roof replacement. 

The Board found the concept for replacing the original slate with asphalt shingle to be 

inconsistent with the preservation act.  The Board found replacement in synthetic slate to be 

compatible and consistent with the preservation act on the condition that the color range of the 

existing slate roof be replicated. Vote: 6-0. 

 

CLEVELAND PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 

3141 Highland Place NW, HPA 19-601, concept/one-story additions at east and west sides of house; 

rebuild existing rear addition; new garage.  

The Board found the concept compatible with the house and historic district, consistent with the 

preservation act, and delegated final approval to staff. Vote: 6-0. 

 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
The Consent Calendar was approved by a vote of 8-0. 

 

LANDMARK DESIGNATIONS 
Mitchell Park Fieldhouse, 1801 23rd Street NW, Case 18-07 (continued from October 24). 

Chevy Chase Playground, 5500 41st Street NW, Case 18-08 (continued from October 24). 

The Board considered the objection in the ANC resolution that the building didn’t warrant designation as similar 

properties were already designated but found that this building, similar to those, met the designation criteria. 

 

HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

The Harrison Apartment Building (The Canterbury), 704 3rd Street NW, HPA 18-106, renewal of 

concept/new construction and adaptive rehabilitation. 
 

CAPITOL HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
1363 A Street NE, HPA 19-535, concept/new two-story garage. 

1365 A Street NE, HPA 19-536, concept/new two-story garage. 

333 9th Street SE, HPA 19-599, concept/rear two-story addition and interior renovations.  

148 11th Street SE, HPA 19-602, concept/two-story rear addition.  
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CLEVELAND PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 
3029 Ordway Street NW, HPA 19-604, concept/extend existing rear addition; new deck, stairs, and retaining wall 

at rear. 

 

TAKOMA PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 
5903 5th Street NW, HPA 19-600, two-story rear addition. 
 

_________ 

 

Transcripts of Historic Preservation Review Board Meetings may be purchased from the court 

reporting agency that covered this hearing – Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc., (202) 234-4433,  

www.nealrgross.com  or info@nealrgross.com. Individual staff reports that are prepared in advance of  

the hearing are posted on our website at https://planning.dc.gov . 

 
 

 

http://www.nealrgross.com/
http://www.nealrgross.com/
mailto:info@nealrgross.com
mailto:info@nealrgross.com
https://planning.dc.gov/
https://planning.dc.gov/
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THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   1COVER PAGE & TABLE OF CONTENTS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

ZONING FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

THURSTON HALL RENOVATION

SHEET  TITLE
1 COVER PAGE & TABLE OF CONTENTS
2 ZONING TABULATION
3 REAR YARD DIAGRAMS 
4 LOT OCCUPANCY DIAGRAMS
5 PENTHOUSE DIAGRAMS
6 ZONING MAP
7 FOGGY BOTTOM CAMPUS PUD & SITE AERIAL PHOTO
8 EXISTING SURVEY
9 CURRENT THURSTON HALL
10 CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPHS
11 CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPHS
12 IMMEDIATE STREET CHARACTER
13 EXISTING & PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
14 EXISTING & PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
15 PROPOSED NORTH ELEVATION
16 PROPOSED EAST ELEVATION
17 PROPOSED SOUTH ELEVATION
18 SOUTH ELEVATION NOTCH
19 SOUTH ELEVATION NOTCH
20 PROPOSED WEST ELEVATION
21 PROPOSED COURTYARD NORTH ELEVATION
22 PROPOSED COURTYARD WEST ELEVATION
23 PROPOSED COURTYARD SOUTH ELEVATION
24 PROPOSED COURTYARD EAST ELEVATION
25 MATERIAL 
26 MASSING & COURTYARD - AERIAL VIEWS
27 OVERALL - AERIAL VIEWS
28 COURTYARD VISION
29 NORTH/SOUTH SECTION LOOKING WEST
30 EAST/WEST SECTION LOOKING SOUTH
31 LEVEL 0 PLAN
32 LEVEL 1 PLAN
33 LEVEL 2 & 3 PLANS
34 LEVEL 4 & 5 PLANS 
35 LEVEL 6 & 7 PLANS
36 LEVEL 8 & 9 PLANS
37 PENTHOUSE & ROOF PLANS
38 VIEW FROM F STREET LOOKING SOUTHEAST
39 VIEW FROM FAR F STREET LOOKING SOUTHEAST
40 VIEW FROM CORNER OF 19TH AND F STREET    
 LOOKING SOUTHWEST
41 VIEW FROM 19TH STREET LOOKING SOUTHWEST
42 VIEW FROM FAR F STREET LOOKING SOUTHWEST
43 VIEW FROM FAR 19TH STREET LOOKING NORTHWEST
44 VIEW FROM 19TH STREET LOOKING NORTHWEST
45 SITE PLAN 
46 EXISTING GRADES
47 PROPOSED GRADES
48 PROPOSED F ST ENTRANCE STREETSCAPE
49 PROPOSED F ST STREETSCAPE
50 PROPOSED 19TH ST STEETSCAPE
51 LEED SCORECARD

CONCEPT RENDERING



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   2

Center Closed Court

West Closed Court

Rear Yard

Loading Berth & Platform

ZONING TABULATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

Zoning Category   MU-2
Square    122
Lot     30

Site Area      27,600 sf
Gross Floor Area (Existing) 190,430 sf
Gross Floor Area (Proposed) 187,685sf
 
F.A.R. (Existing)   6.89
F.A.R. (Proposed)   6.80
Per Subtitle X, FAR is aggregated on a university campus

Building Height (Permitted)  90’
Building Height (Existing)  86.5’
Building Height (Proposed)  86.5’  
 
Building Area @ Ground Floor (Existing)   
     20,243 sf
Building Area @ Ground Floor (Proposed)  
     23,145 sf    

Lot Occupancy (Permitted)  80%
Lot Occupancy (Existing)              73.3%
Lot Occupancy (Proposed)           83.8%
Relief requested, see sheet 4
 
GFA Schedule by floor (excluding penthouse)

Penthouse        4,008 *
Level 9    18,427
Level 8    18,929
Level 7    19,284
Level 6    19,699
Level 5    20,527
Level 4    20,581
Level 3    20,581
Level 2    20,590
Level 1    23,345   
Basement      5,722

             *excluded from GFA

Rear Yard Setback (Required)   2.5in/ft of vertical distance from mean finished  
       grade at the middle of the rear of the structure  
       to the hightest point of the main roof or parapet  
       wall, 12’ min.

Existing Required Setback    20.2’
Existing Setback     18.5’ (13.3’ @ chimney)

Proposed Required Setback   20.2’
Proposed Setback     18.5’ (13.3’ @ chimney)

 
Closed Court Min. Width (Required)         4 in/ft of height of court, 15’ min.
Closed Court Min. Area (Required)  Twice the square of the required 
       width of court dimension; 350 sq. ft. min.

Center Closed Court

Existing Height     86.7’
Required Min. Width + Area    28.9’ / 1,670 sf
Existing Width + Area    46.08’ / 2,860 sf

Proposed Height     100.5’
Required Min. Width + Area   33.5’ / 2,245 sf
Proposed Width + Area    45.08’ / 2,713 sf

West Closed Court     No Charge Proposed

Existing Height     87’
Required Min. Width + Area   29’ / 1,682 sf
Existing Width + Area    13.57’ / 1,543 sf

Penthouse Height/Setbacks   Varies, see sheet 5
Relief requested, see sheet 5

      Long Term  Short Term
Bike Parking (Existing)  36   0
Bike Parking (Proposed)  36   36
Per Subtitle C, Section 802.9, bicycle parking is per the approved Campus Plan, and per 
Section 802.6, no additional bike parking is required.

Vehicle Parking (Existing)  N/A
Vehicle Parking (Proposed) N/A
Per Subtitle C, Section 701.12, parking is per the approved Campus Plan.

Loading Berths (Existing)  One 30’x12’ berth and 100 sf platform area
Loading Berths (Proposed)   One 30’x12’ berth and 100 sf platform area
Per Subtitle C, Section 901.7, no additional loading is required.

46.08’

155.7’

13.6’

62
.0

7’

11
3.

5’
18

.5
’

30’x12’10’x12’

HEIGHT AND AREA COURTS AND YARDS PARKING AND LOADING

See sheet 3 for more details



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   3REAR YARD DIAGRAMS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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PROPERTY
LINE

ROOF PLAN SECTION A - A



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   4LOT OCCUPANCY DIAGRAMS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPERTY
LINE

Total Lot Area     27,600 sf   
Building Area @ First Floor (Existing)  20,243 sf
Building Area @ First Floor (Proposed)  23,145 sf    

Lot Occupancy (Permitted)    80%
Lot Occupancy (Existing)                73.3%
Lot Occupancy (Proposed)              83.8%

Area Exceeding Lot Occupancy Limitation 1,065 sf

ROOF PLAN



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   5PENTHOUSE DIAGRAMS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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SHEET:   6ZONING MAP 
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

Service Layer Credits: DCOZ and DC GIS
OCTO DC GIS

Extracted from Online Zoning Information
published by the District of Columbia Office of Zoning,
DCGIS, and Office of the Chief Te chnology Officer (OCTO)
Exported on: 

To certify zoning on any property in orde r to satisfy 
a legal require ment, contact the office of Zoning at 
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District of Columbia Office of Zoning, 
441 4th St NW. Suite 200 South, Washington,  D C 200 01 
202-727-631 1 | dcoz@dc. gov
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SHEET:   7FOGGY BOTTOM CAMPUS PUD & SITE AERIAL PHOTO
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

F St NW

F St NW
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MAP.GOOGLE.COM

USE DESIGNATIONS CAMPUS PUD AERIAL PHOTO
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SHEET:   8EXISTING SURVEY
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   9CURRENT THURSTON HALL
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

EXSITING INTERIOR COURTYARD NE CORNER THURSTON HALL, 19TH & F STREET, NW
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SHEET:   10CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPHS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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SHEET:   11CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPHS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

1. LOOKING EAST - F STREET 2. LOOKING NORTH - 19TH STREET

3. LOOKING WEST- F STREET 4. LOOKING SOUTH- 19TH STREET MAP.GOOGLE.COM
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SHEET:   12IMMEDIATE STREET CHARACTER
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

1. LOOKING NE

SIDEWALK ALONG 19TH STREET LOOKING NORTH

SIDEWALK ACROSS F STREET LOOKING NORTH

SIDEWALK ALONG 19 STREET LOOKING SOUTH
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SHEET:   13EXISTING & PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

EXISTING NORTH ELEVATION PROPOSED NORTH ELEVATION

EXISTING SOUTH ELEVATION PROPOSED SOUTH ELEVATION
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SHEET:   14EXISTING & PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

EXISTING EAST ELEVATION PROPOSED EAST ELEVATION

EXISTING WEST ELEVATION PROPOSED WEST ELEVATION
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SHEET:   15PROPOSED NORTH ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

M | STOREFRONT

M | FIXED WINDOW

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL

ELEV  +147’

85
.5

’

12
’

16
’-8

”

10
’

ELEV  +61.5’

ELEV  +159’
ELEV  +157’

ELEV  +166’

ELEV  +163’

19
’

TOP OF COOLING TOWER

TOP OF ELEVATOR OVERUN & EXHAUST FAN ENCLOSURE
TOP OF CANOPY STRUCTURE

TOP OF PENTHOUSE ROOF

TOP OF MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT SCREENING

TOP OF ROOF STRUCTURE
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SHEET:   16PROPOSED EAST ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

M | STOREFRONT

M | FIXED WINDOW

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL

K | ETFE CANOPY

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL
J | MECHANICAL SCREEN

ELEV  +147’

85
.5

’

ELEV  +61.5’

ELEV  +159’
ELEV  +157’

ELEV  +166’

ELEV  +163’

TOP OF COOLING TOWER

TOP OF PENTHOUSE ROOF

TOP OF ROOF STRUCTURE

12
’

16
’-8

”

10
’

19
’

TOP OF MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT SCREENING

TOP OF ELEVATOR OVERUN & EXHAUST FAN ENCLOSURE
TOP OF CANOPY STRUCTURE
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SHEET:   17PROPOSED SOUTH ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

J | MECHANICAL SCREEN

M | FIXED WINDOW

D | GFRC FIN

G | RECONSTRUCTED WALL

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL

ELEV  +147’

85
.5

’

ELEV  +61.5’

ELEV  +159’

ELEV  +163’

ELEV  +166’ TOP OF COOLING TOWER

TOP OF PENTHOUSE ROOF

TOP OF ROOF STRUCTURE

ELEV  +157’

12
’

16
’-8

”

10
’

19
’

TOP OF MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT SCREENING

TOP OF ELEVATOR OVERUN & EXHAUST FAN ENCLOSURE
TOP OF CANOPY STRUCTURE
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SHEET:   18SOUTH ELEVATION NOTCH
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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SHEET:   19SOUTH ELEVATION NOTCH
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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SHEET:   20PROPOSED WEST ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

ELEV  +157’

12
’

16
’-8

”

10
’

19
’

TOP OF MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT SCREENING

J | MECHANICAL SCREEN
L | INSULATED METAL PANEL

M | FIXED WINDOW

M | STOREFRONT

K | ETFE CANOPY

ELEV  +147’

85
.5

’

ELEV  +61.5’

ELEV  +159’

ELEV  +166’

ELEV  +163’

TOP OF COOLING TOWER

TOP OF PENTHOUSE ROOF

TOP OF ROOF STRUCTURE

TOP OF ELEVATOR OVERUN & EXHAUST FAN ENCLOSURE
TOP OF CANOPY STRUCTURE
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SHEET:   21PROPOSED COURTYARD NORTH ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

FLOOR 9

M | CURTAIN WALL

D | GFRC FIN

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL

C | GFRC PANEL

I | CORTEN STEEL PLANTER

N | LOUVER

FLOOR 8

FLOOR 7

FLOOR 6

FLOOR 5

FLOOR 4

FLOOR 3

FLOOR 2

FLOOR 1

BASEMENT
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SHEET:   22PROPOSED COURTYARD WEST ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

FLOOR 9

M | FIXED WINDOW

A | PRODEMA PANEL
F | BRICK TO

MATCH EXISTING

J | MECHANICAL 
SCREEN

E | PAINTED EXISTING BRICK

M | WINDOW WALL

I | CORTEN STEEL PLANTER

FLOOR 8

FLOOR 7

FLOOR 6

FLOOR 5

FLOOR 4

FLOOR 3

FLOOR 2

FLOOR 1

BASEMENT

K | ETFE MEMBRANE

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL
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SHEET:   23PROPOSED COURTYARD SOUTH ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

FLOOR 9

M | STOREFRONT

M | STOREFRONT

D | GFRC FIN

G | RECONSTRUCTED 
BRICK WALL

M | FIXED GLAZING

I | CORTEN STEEL 
PLANTER

C | GFRC PANEL

I | CORTEN STEEL FRAME

FLOOR 8

FLOOR 7

FLOOR 6

FLOOR 5

FLOOR 4

FLOOR 3

FLOOR 2

FLOOR 1

BASEMENT

J | MECHANICAL SCREEN
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SHEET:   24PROPOSED COURTYARD EAST ELEVATION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

FLOOR 9

FLOOR 8

FLOOR 7

FLOOR 6

FLOOR 5

FLOOR 4

FLOOR 3

FLOOR 2

FLOOR 1

C | GFRC PANEL

K | INSULATED 
METAL PANEL

M | FIXED WINDOW

M | WINDOW WALL

E | PAINTED 
EXISTING BRICK

A | PRODEMA PANEL F | BRICK TO MATCH EXISTING

H | CORTEN 
STEEL PLANTER

H | CORTEN 
STEEL PLANTER

J | ETFE MEMBRANE

K | MECHANICAL SCREEN



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   25MATERIAL
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

A | PRODEMA PANEL
EAST AND WEST COURTYARD ELEVATIONS

H | PORCELAIN PAVERS
COURTYARD PAVING

I | CORTEN STEEL
COURTYARD PLANTERS AND SOUTH COURTYARD ELEVATION

J | MECHANICAL SCREEN
ROOF TOP MECHANICAL SCREEN

B | BRONZE ANODIZED ALUMINUM
TYPICAL AT WINDOW, STOREFRONT AND CURTAIN WALL FRAMES

C | GLASS-FIBER REINFORCED CONCRETE ( SANDSTONE)
NORTH AND SOUTH COURTYARD CLADDING WALL

D | GLASS-FIBER REINFORCED CONCRETE ( SAHARA)
FINS AT NORTH AND SOUTH COURTYARD ELEVATIONS AND SOUTH NOTCH

K | ETFE
CANOPY MEMBRANE

L | INSULATED METAL PANEL
PENTHOUSE

M | CLEAR INSULATING GLASS WITH LOW E COATING
TYPICAL AT ALL GLAZING

E | PAINTED EXISTING BRICK
EAST AND WEST COURTYARD ELEVATIONS

F | BRICK TO MATCH EXISTING
NEW EAST AND WEST COURTYARD WALL AT NOTCH

G | SALVAGED BRICK
RECONSTRUCTED WALL AT SOUTH NOTCH
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SHEET:   26MASSING & COURTYARD - AERIAL VIEWS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

EXISTING PROPOSED

AREA OF ALTERATION

EXISTING COOLING 
TOWERS TO BE REPLACED

EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
STRUCTURES TO BE 
REMOVED

EXISTING COURTYARD

ALTERATION TO BRING 
DAYLIGHT INTO THE
COURTYARD FROM THE 
SOUTH

NEW COOLING TOWERS TO 
REPLACE EXISTING

NEW SCREENED 
MECHANICAL UNITS

NEW ELEVATOR OVERUN &
EXHAUST FAN ENCLOSURE

NEW OCCUPIED PENTHOUSE

ETFE CANOPY OVER 
COURTYARD

STREETSCAPE 
IMPROVEMENTS
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SHEET:   27OVERALL - AERIAL VIEWS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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SHEET:   28COURTYARD VISION
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

EXISTING PROPOSED
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SHEET:   29NORTH/SOUTH SECTION LOOKING WEST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

1:1 SETBACK

1:1 SETBACK

EXISTING

AREA OF 
ALTERATION

1:1 SETBACK

PROPOSED

1:1 SETBACK

AREA OF 
ALTERATION
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SHEET:   30EAST/WEST SECTION LOOKING SOUTH
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

1:1 SETBACK 1:1 SETBACK

1:1 SETBACK 1:1 SETBACK

EXISTING

PROPOSED
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SHEET:   31LEVEL 0 PLAN
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

BASEMENT

DINING SEATING

DINING SERVING

DINING PREPARATION

DINING SERVING CIRCULATION

BUILDING  CIRCULATION

BUILDING SUPPORT

BEDROOM

APARTMENT

OFFICE SUITE

LOUNGE / STUDY

COMMON

size and configuration of interior spaces is 
conceptual only and subject to change
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SHEET:   32LEVEL 1 PLAN
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

FIRST FLOOR

DINING SEATING

DINING SERVING

DINING PREPARATION

DINING SERVING CIRCULATION

BUILDING  CIRCULATION

BUILDING SUPPORT

BEDROOM

APARTMENT

OFFICE SUITE

LOUNGE / STUDY

COMMON

size and configuration of interior spaces is 
conceptual only and subject to change
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SHEET:   33LEVEL 2 & 3 PLANS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL 1”=20’

SECOND FLOOR THIRD FLOOR
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SHEET:   34LEVEL 4 & 5 PLANS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL 1”=20’

FOURTH FLOOR FIFTH FLOOR
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SHEET:   35LEVEL 6 & 7 PLANS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL 1”=20’

SIXTH FLOOR SEVENTH FLOOR
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SHEET:   36LEVEL 8 & 9 PLANS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL 1”=20’

EIGHTH FLOOR NINTH FLOOR
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SHEET:   37PENTHOUSE & ROOF PLANS
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL 1”=20’

PENTHOUSE ROOF / CANOPY

EXTENT OF 
CANOPY
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SHEET:   38VIEW FROM F STREET LOOKING SOUTHEAST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPOSEDEXISTING
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SHEET:   39VIEW FROM FAR F STREET LOOKING SOUTHEAST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPOSEDEXISTING
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SHEET:   40VIEW FROM CORNER OF 19TH AND F STREET LOOKING SOUTHWEST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPOSEDEXISTING



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   41VIEW FROM 19TH STREET LOOKING SOUTHWEST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPOSEDEXISTING
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SHEET:   42VIEW FROM FAR F STREET LOOKING SOUTHWEST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPOSEDEXISTING
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SHEET:   43VIEW FROM FAR 19TH STREET LOOKING NORTHWEST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPOSEDEXISTING
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SHEET:   44VIEW FROM 19TH STREET LOOKING NORTHWEST
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

PROPOSEDEXISTING
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SHEET:   45SITE PLAN
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

F STREET

EGRESS AREAWAY

19
TH

 S
TR

E
E

T

EGRESS AREAWAY
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SHEET:   46

F STREET

19
TH

 S
TR

E
E

T

EXISTING GRADES
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL



THURSTON HALL RENOVATION
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - WASHINGTON, DC 11.08.2019

SHEET:   47PROPOSED GRADES
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

F STREET

19
TH

 S
TR

E
E

T
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SHEET:   48PROPOSED F ST ENTRANCE STREETSCAPE
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL

Future 
signage 
to be 
approved 
by HPRB 
and CFA

Future 
signage 
to be 
approved 
by HPRB 
and CFA
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SHEET:   49PROPOSED F ST STREETSCAPE
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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SHEET:   50PROPOSED 19TH ST STREETSCAPE
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL
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SHEET:   51LEED SCORECARD
FURTHER PROCESSING SUBMITTAL



EXHIBIT G



Dade Van Der Werf, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 
VMDO Architects, Project Manager

Dade joined the VMDO team in 2013 and has nearly twenty years of experience working for 

prominent architecture firms and institutions of higher education up-and-down the east 

coast, including UVA’s Office of Facilities Planning & Construction. Dade has established 

himself as a key contributor to the firm’s higher education concentration, including, most 

recently, to VMDO’s design of ODU’S Owens House Residence Hall.

Dade’s varied experience and deeply involved approach produce creative designs that are 

well-informed and functionally sound. His careful project management style and extensive 

experience ensure that projects are delivered on-time and under-budget.

Education 

Master of Architecture, Yale University, 1996 

Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy, Phi Beta Kappa, Duke University, 1993

 

Professional Registration 

Registered Architect: Virginia, New Jersey, Connecticut

Professional Affiliations 

American Institute of Architects, Member

Virginia Society of Architects, Member

Related Project Experience 

California State University

Henry Madden Library Addition & Renovation*

Choate Rosemary Hall

Worthington Johnson Athletic Center*

Clemson University 

Core Campus Housing + Honors College

George Washington University 

Thurston Hall Renovation

Hollins University

Dana Science Building Renovation

James Madison University 

Paul Jennings New Residence Hall

Old Dominion University 

Owens House Residence Hall 

Princeton University

Dickinson Hall Renovations*

Jones Hall Improvements*

Nassau Hall Improvements*

Off-Campus Housing Master Plan*

Saint Louis Public Library

Central Branch Renovation & Addition*

University of Virginia

Alderman Road Residences – Hall #6*

Alderman Road Residences – Phases II, III, IV*

Gateway to the Arts*

Indoor Practice Facility*

JAG Legal Center & School*

McIntire School of Commerce Feasibility Study

Newcomb Hall Renovations + Dining 

Rehearsal Hall*

Virginia Tech (at VMDO)

Creativity and Innovation District LLC

Virginia Wesleyan University (at VMDO)

Greer Environmental Sciences Building

Yale University

Science Hill Zoning Study & Application*

Swing Dorm*

* Denotes project experience                                                                                                                                       

   with another firm



 

RESUME 

 

 
 
Mr. Schiesel possesses over 19 years of experience in transportation 
engineering and planning experience in both the public and private 
sectors. Projects he has worked on include multimodal analyses of large 
mixed-use plans and campuses, analyses of special events including 
sports arenas, traffic impact studies, parking studies, queuing analysis, 
traffic simulation, and transportation demand management. Mr. 
Schiesel has worked for a variety of clients and land uses, including 
entertainment complexes, universities, churches, small and large 
commercial facilities, residential developments, government facilities, 
and mixed-use developments. Mr. Schiesel specializes in considering all 
modes of transportation, and can bring non-vehicular analysis 
methodologies to a project, tailoring approach to specific goals unique 
to each project’s context 

 
Robert’s project experience includes: 

 
Schools and Universities 

• Wayne State University Campus Plan 

• St. Stephens and St. Agnes School, Alexandria, VA 

• Basilica School of St. Mary, Alexandria, VA 

• APS Education Center Site Expansion, Arlington, VA 

• APS Career Center Site Expansion, Arlington, VA 

• The Children’s School, Arlington, VA 

• Bishop Ireton High School, Alexandria, VA 

• New Elementary School on the Reed Site, Arlington, VA 

• Georgetown Day School, Washington, DC 

• Holy Trinity, Washington, DC 

• Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria, VA 

• American University Campus Master Plan, Washington, DC 

• American University Campus Plan, Washington, DC 

• Georgetown University Campus Plan, Washington, DC 

• Howard University Campus Plan, Washington, DC 

• University of the District of Columbia, Washington, DC 

• Indiana University Master Plan, Bloomington, IN 

• IUPUI, Indianapolis, IN 

• The Ohio State University Framework Plan, Columbus, OH 
 
Multi-modal System Design/Planning 

• Millwood Avenue Corridor Study, Winchester VA 

• DC Bike Master Plan, Washington DC,   

• DC Circulator Transit Development Plan Update, Washington, DC 

• DC North-South Corridor Planning Study, Washington, DC 

• MWCOG Parking Demand Research Study, Washington, DC 

• Pennsylvania Avenue East of the White House study, Washington, DC 

• 10th Street Mobility Plan, Bloomington, IN;  

• The Ohio State University Crosswalks Study, Columbus, OH 

Robert B. Schiesel, P.E. 
Director of Planning and Project Manager 

 

 

Education:   

• Master of Science, Civil Engineering, 
University of Virginia 

• Bachelor of Science, Civil 
Engineering, University of Virginia 

 
Professional Registrations: 

• Professional Engineer (Civil), Virginia 
 
Experience: 

•  19 years total 

•  17 years with Gorove/Slade 
Associates 

 
Location: 
Washington, DC 
 
 



RESUME 

Robert Schiesel, P.E.  Director of Planning 

 

 
Mixed Use Developments 

• Brookland Manor, Washington DC 

• City Center DC, Washington DC 

• Curtis Properties, Washington, DC 

• McMillan Sand Filtration Site, Washington, DC 

• Parkside Mixed-Use Development, Washington, DC 

• Randall School Redevelopment, Washington, DC

• The Wharf/SW Waterfront Redevelopment, 
Washington, DC 

• The Yards, Washington, DC 

• Union Market Traffic Impact Studies, Washington, 
DC 

• Waterfront Station, Washington, DC 
 

Residential 

• 1400 Montana Avenue NE, Washington, DC 

• Ingleside at Rock Creek, Washington, DC 

• Monroe Street Market Lot A2, Washington, DC 

• M Street Town Center, Washington, DC 

• St. Matthews’ Redevelopment, Washington, DC 
 
Special Events & Sports Arenas 

• DC United Stadium Environmental Mitigation Study, 
Washington, DC 

• DC United Stadium Transportation Management 
Plan, Washington, DC 

• DC2024 Olympic Bid Transportation Planning, 
Washington, DC 

• Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 
Washington, DC  

• Nationals Park Traffic Operations and Parking Plan, 
Washington, DC 

• Nationals Park Transportation Management Plan, 
Washington, DC 

• Memorial Stadium, Bloomington, IN 

• Turning Stone Casino and Report, Verona, NY 
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