September 20, 2012
Dear Resident:
Excavation at the construction site for the new School of Public Health and Health Services has
progressed to the point that the contractor for this project began controlled blasting activities on the
project on September 19, 2012.
Since, as a resident living near the site, you may notice limited sound and vibration impacts when the
blasts occur (anticipated for 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. each weekday for approximately three weeks), we
wanted to share again some background information with you that was in the email we sent to you last
week:











The sound of the blast can be compared to that of a door slamming or a large truck.
The vibrations will last, at most, a few seconds and will be most noticeable to individuals within
close proximity to the site (this will vary depending on a number of factors including weather).
For many, the air horn signal will be the most noticeable part of this activity and will have a
noise impact similar to that of a passing ambulance. The air horn signals are anticipated to
sound at 15 minutes, five minutes, and one minute prior to the blast and immediately after the
blast to indicate “all clear.”
The controlled blasting at this site is being coordinated with the few remaining controlled blasts
at the Science and Engineering Hall site so there are no more than two controlled blasts on any
weekday.
These activities are highly monitored to ensure they fall within the regulated limits and do not
affect any adjacent structures. Seismographs will be located in buildings around the site to
monitor the vibrations during blasting operations.
Sidewalks immediately adjacent to the site may be closed temporarily during each blasting
event, beginning a few minutes in advance to ensure pedestrians of all abilities have time to
relocate.
Adjacent streets may also be temporarily closed for a few minutes during the blasting events at
the direction of D.C. Metropolitan Police and with exceptions for emergency vehicles.
Blasting materials will not be stored on site and materials for each day’s activities will arrive in
the morning via a police escort that will remain on site until after completion of the day’s
blasting and after the materials are removed from site.

Please let us know if you have any questions, concerns, or ideas for how we can better communicate
with your fellow hall mates on this topic by emailing talktogw@gwu.edu or by tweeting @GWDSAHelps.
Sincerely,
Alicia O’Neil Knight, Senior Associate Vice President of Operations
Peter Konwerski, Senior Associate Provost and Dean of Student Affairs

